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not acquainted with the technical side of mobilization.
They were solely guided by the natural desire of safe-
guarding the honor of Russia and of avoiding at the same
time anything that could suggest a hostile attitude towards
Germany. But how can it be explained that General
Sukhomlinov, who took part in the Council, deemed it
possible to agree even without a word of protest to a de-
cision which put Russia in a very dangerous position? Was
it mere negligence or utter incompetence?"62 Whether
General lanushkevich was now fully aware of the dangers
of a partial mobilization, or whether he still had to be
convinced that it was folly, is not certain. T^ any event
the military leaders felt that a war between Austria and
Serbia was necessarily a war between Austria and Russia,
and therefore between Russia and Germany. They had
no doubt that Austria was about to begin the invasion of
Serbia as soon as the time-limit expired. In fact, later in
the day, a Russian officer looking at his watch at six o'clock,
remarked to General Chelius, "The cannon on the Danube
will have begun to fire by now, for one doesn't send such
an ultimatum except when the cannon are loaded." e3 They
were probably convinced that war was "inevitable/' and
that here was Russia's heaven-sent opportunity to have her
final reckoning with Germany, and to acquire that control
of Constantinople and the Straits, which had been so
seriously considered at the secret conference on February
8/21, 1914, and for which preparations had been ordered,
in order that, when a crisis should break out, Russia should
be able to secure her historic aims at the Bosphorus.64
Therefore the sooner general mobilization was declared the
better.65
62 Danilov, p. 15.
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«4 Cf. above, I, ch. v, "Balkan Problems," at notes 309-311
^5 For indications of the conflict  of opinions among the  various
Ministers on the question of military measures, see K.D., 130, 194, 203,

